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C O N T E N T S  



P R E F A C E  

In 1976 five research papers in Australian history, written by second year students in the ordinary History 
IIB course, were presented in this format. The favourable response that they received suggests that the 
project is a worthwhile one and it will therefore be continued annually. This year, however, publication 
of the papers has been undertaken by students under the auspices of the History Club and the S.R.C. 

Each year students in this course are asked to  investigate some aspect of Australian history, preferably 
through research in primary sources. They are encouraged t o  look whereever possible at questions through 
which light can be thrown on significant problems by the study of local history. Over a hundred such 
projects were undertaken this year, and the variety of topics as well as the quality of the papers presented 
was very encouraging. 

The papers published here were chosen not only because they are good papers, but also to  show the variety 
of issues that interest students. Many other papers could have been chosen. 

Peter Stephens : 

Mary Livingstone 

Adelle Harding : 

Mark Holmes : 

Baronya Croft : 

John Charleston : 

Peter Crotty : 

Gregory Gamage : 

I ' 

Morpeth in the era of the Steamship. 

The First General Strike in the Coal Industry 

The Copeland Gold Rush 

The First Battle Honour - Australians in the Boer War 

Rothbury Dilemnas 

Maitland-Morpeth - The Forgotten Artery 

Henry Dangar, Pioneer Explorer. Surveyor and Pastoralist 

Attitudes of the People of Newcastle towards the Chinese 1978 - 
Lynda Allomes : A Study of Bushranging in the Hunter Valley 

Susan Murray : The Robertson Land Acts 

Lynn Rutherford : The Bellbird Mine Disaster 1923 

Peter Jeffrey : The Paul Bunyans of Cedar Arm 

' 

C. Bacchi 

P. Hempenstall 

N. Rutherford 

The works presented in this collection are not only a tribute to their authors, but also to'carol Bacchi, 
Peter Hempenstall and Noel Rutherford who provided the opportunity, the support, and the encourage 
ment that made it al l  possible. The History Club is pleased t o  be associated with such a worthwhile 
project. 

History Club ,Executive 



DANCAR'S DISMISSAL 

BY 

RUSSELL ERNEST SETON 

SYNOPSIS: 

Henry Dangar's valuable contribution to the development of the Hunter Valley in the role of 
surveyor and explorer has been the subject of a number of historical papers. Most writers. 
however, give but scant attention to the events which led to his dismissal from the post of 
Assistant Surveyor in the colony of New South Wales during the rule of Governor Sir Ralph 
Darling. This paper examines the evidence presented to the Land Board inquiry into the 
allegations made against hir I. It seeks to evaluate the justice or otherwise of the penalty 
imposed on him. Some attc mpt is also made to analyse the personalities and motives of 
those most closely involved md to assess their effect on the outcome. 
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to  the rather vague suggestion of the Land Board that he be allowed t o  'receive' the 1.300 acres. and that he 
should 'make his selection of the rest of  the  Land ordered in some other ~ i s t r i c t . ' l 4  It is clearly contrary t o  the 
Governor's earlier recommendation. Possibly bv this time he was having second thoughts about the  severity of his 
treatment of Dangar and sought t o  use this means of mitigating the punishment. 

The arguments used by Dangar and Oxley t o  rebut Mclntyre's claim t o  the land selected by Dangar would appear 
t o  be a sufficient answer t o  the charges of obstruction and coercion. By his own admission, Mclntyre had un- 
successfully sought t o  persuade Oxley t o  change the location of his own 4,000 acre selection. He wished t o  in- 
clude in Macqueen's grant this land which he had originally selected for himself. But the substitute land he sought 
for himself included land already claimed by Messrs. Hall and Cox. Despite his 'remonstrances' Oxley 'pomtedlv 
refused' his requests.15 Mclntyre's continued efforts t o  force him t o  vary the boundaries originally agreed upon 
for Macqueen's land drove Dangar t o  cease his sulvey of this land pending further advice from Oxley 16 

That regulations forbade the  splitting of sectional lines for survey purposes. and that Dangar acted contrary to 
those regulations is not  in doubt. The Land Board took a serious view of this behaviour. They saw the regulations 
as 'a very salutary check on  the conduct of Surveyors'. while failure t o  adhere t o  them 'would introduce endless 
confusion and complaint. 1 Oxley defended Dangar's actions with the assertion that it was impossible t o  avoid 
section-splitting if they were t o  provide for necessary stream frontages.18 But Mclntyre took the attitude that 
Dangar had resorted t o  'highly irregular and improper admeasurements of his own Land' t o  exclude him (Mclntyrel 
'altogether from the  neighbourhood.'19 No matter how much truth there may have been in any of these claims. 
the obvious conclusion is that Dangar was intent on reserving for his own use the choicest land in the area. Because 
of the clash of personalities which had developed between these two men. the exclusion of Mclntyre from the land 
he sought would have been an added bonus for the Assistant Surveyor 

Mclntyre contended that Dangar had attempted t o  bribe him with an offer of six hundred acres of choice land 
'under an expectation that I would acquiesce in the boundaries which he had marked off for himself. facilitate hls 
views of further acquisition and forego aU public exposure of his scandalous breach of official trust '20 This was 
a most serious charge. But an examination of the available evidence suggests that 'bribe' was hardly the appropriate 
term, or that Dangar was openly attempting t o  buy his silence. However, bearing in mind Dangar's public office 
and the methods he  had used t o  obtain the land he was seeking t o  protect. this waq still a rather questionable deal 
On the surface it appeared t o  be a simple arrangement involving the transfer of Dangar's claim t o  SIX hundred acres 
of land near Dart Brook in return for Mclntyre's interest in land sought by Dangar elsewhere.21 If they had been 
two private citizens vying for  t he  land in question there would have been nothing unusual in this. But this was 
far from being the case here. Dangar quite obviously hoped t o  divert Mclntyre's attention from this land in order 
to avoid any challenge t o  his claims t o  it. 

Perhaps he  might have succeeded if he  had been more diplomatic in his dealings with Mclntyre. But both men 
were hot-tempered and prone t o  speak their minds rather forcefully when they felt they had been slighted or  un- 
fairly treated. Dangar in particular exhibited this failing in a number of situations. With some justification. he 
expressed a 'very deep sense of injury' a t  being passed over by the appointment of three additional surieyors ar a 
higher salary than that paid t o  him.22 Lord Bathurst was not particularly impressed by Dangar's arguments at the 
time. But later ( too  late), he directed that Dangar should replace the retiring First Assistant Surveyor. ironically 
Bathurst suggested when giving this direction that men holding such positions should receive sufficient remuneration 
t o  raise them above temptation.23 

When he considered that he had been cheated over the purchase of a h o n e  from Robert Lowe he wrote a letter of 
complaint t o  the Sydney Gazette. Lowe was not specifically named in the letter, but his identity was made clear 
enough. His honour, his principles and his right t o  the title of 'gentleman' were questioned. As a result. Lowe 
successfully sued Dangar for libe1.24 

Henry 1)angar's clash with the Highlander was bound t o  strike sparks. When Mclntrye demanded that Dangar send 
Oxley a map indicating the areas surveyed for-each individual, including Church and Crown Reserves. 'upwards 
from the Forbes Lands',Dangar was provoked t o  respond in a manner which was far from placatory: 

It is not, Sir, my duty o r  convenience t o  forward Maps t o  the Surveyor-General, a t  this time. 
as you are pleased t o  "demand" and which demand I must observe is another marked instance 
of your unreasonable ideas. 25  

McInty .e reflected the arrogant nature of the man he represented in the colony. Thomas Potter Macqueen a t  one 
stage h; rboured visions of himself as the first civilian governor of the colony.26 Before Mclntyre arrived Macqueen 
informt d John Macarthur that the Governor had received 'strict orden' t o  make available to him a grant of 20,000 
acres 'v herever my agent may require.' T o  forestall any attempt t o  circumvent these orders he had 'procured private 





FOOTNOTES: 
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